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Preach d at the Funeral of 


i.. Samuel Lawrence, ; 


Miniſter of the Gof] pel at 
. ant aich in Cheſhire. 


Who Died there, eApril 24. 1712. i in thei 
51ſt Year of his Age, and was Buried 8 


April 28. 
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Preach'd at the Funeral of 


PHIL. II. xxvii- 


— ſhould have Sorrow upon Sorrow: | 


That the Occaſion of our Meeting here to 
Day had been ſach, as that this whole Verſe 
had been applicable to it! If when our 
Dear Brother, ( whole Remains we have 

* juſt now laid in the ſilent Grave) was 
fick nigh unto Death, God bad heard our Prayers, had 
ſeen our Tears, had order'd the Sun of Life to go back, 
or rather, the Shadow of it, (for it is but a Shadow.) 
and had added to bis Days, as to Hexetiabs, and we 


had been met here to return Thanks for his Recovery, 
with what Pleaſure ſhould I have applied this whole 
Verſe to ſuch a joyful Occaſion ; For indeed be was fick, 


nigh unto Death, but God had Mercy on bim, and ſpar'd 
him, and not on him only, but on me alſo, and on py 


likewiſe, and on many others, Jeff we ſhonld have 
rem upon Sorrowe 7 


Mr. Samuel Lawrence. 


Az — 


4 " 
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But alas, this is not our Caſe; it is not a Song | 
 - Praiſe that is this Day put into our Mouths, but a e 
Song of Lamentation; nor is the Caſe any longer with» FF a 
in reach of Prayer ; while our Friend was yet alien we , 


2 Sam. wept and made Supplication, for we ſaid, who can te 
12. 18. hut God will yet be gracious to us, and be ſhall live? We 
: . pleaded, S Jonathan die, who has been inſtru- 


ſuch a Bleſſing to Iſrael, and likely to be more ſo, like- 
Iy in a Courſe of Nature to be long ſo? But now be it 
Dead, 'tho' we deſire patiently to ſubmit. to the Holy 
Will of God, and to reconcile our ſelves to this dar 
Diſpenſation, acknowledging that God is 7»f in this | 
which he hath brought upon us, yet we think we may ? 
have Liberty to bemoan our ſelves, under ſo fore a 
; Breach made upon our Comforts ; bay. we think it is 
ty 126. our Duty, when we fow ſuch precious Seed, ſow it in 
* u 16. Corruption, and Diſhonour, tho we believe it ſhall be 
a 15 raked again in Glory and Incorruption, yet to bear it | 
forth weeping, and to ſow it in Tears. If Jonathan be 
fallen, we cannot but ſay we are diſtreſſed tor him, for 
very pleaſant has he been unto us, and therefore very pain- 
| fu] mutt it needs be to have him thus ſuddenly rent 
from ut, in the midf of his great Uſefulneſs. 
We have occaſion then at prefent to make uſe only 
of the laſt Words of the Verſe, Sorrow upon Sorrow. 
That which Paul dreaded, but it was by the Mercy of 
God prevented, in the Caſe of Epaphroditus, we feel, 
we have, I am ſure 1 feel, I have, Sorrow upon Sorrow, 
a Complication, an Addition of Sorrows, which ought 
to be no ſurprize to us in this Yale of Tears, this lower 
Region, where the Clouds return after the Rajn; in a 
World where we are bid to expeft Tribulation, and to 
count upon it. Xp! | 
Our Obſervation from the Text, with Application 
to the preſent ſad Occaſion, tho” it be only implied, 


5 riſeth eaſily and naturally; if Epaphroditus ha 


Uy'd, Paul who was now already in Great Diſtreſs 
treaſon of his Removal. and Diftence from Pip do oy 


at Philippi, would have bad Sorrow upon Sorrow ; the 
178 1 . f 3 f 7 LY * Sorrom 
4 * . 


10 

S tt 

mental of ſo much Good to the Souls ot many, whois de 
ts 


S My," Samuel Lawrence. 122 
Sorrow of burying one Friend, «pon the Sorrow of being 
ſeparated from many more; and therefore when ſu 
a one as Epaphroditus was, is removed from us by 
Death, we have Sorrow upon Sorrow ; i. e. we have 
Great Sorrow, many Sorrows included in this One; and 
ſometimes Providence ſo orders the Circumſtances of a 
this Affliction, that it is to thoſe who are nearly inte- 
teſted in the Caſe, (as Paul was in that of Epapbrodi- 
tut) one Sorrow added to another, hike Job's Meſſen- 


gers; as the Waves of the Sea; Deep calling unto Deep. 
Broken with Breach upon Breach | | 


To accommodate this to our preſent Purpoſe, we 
muſt conſider who this Epaphroditus was, whoſe Death 
would have been ſo great a Grief to St. Paal. He was 

an Evangeliſt ;, not only in the larger Signification of 
the Word, a Preacher of the Goſpel, a Bringer of Good 

Tidings, but in its more peculiar Senſe, He was an 

Aſiifant to the Apoſtles in founding and * 

Churches, ſuch was Timothy, Titut, Silas, and others, 

who were ſometimes the 2 Companions and 4 

ſociates in their Itinerant Work, ſometimes their 

ſftitutes and Agents; whom they ſent where they could 

not come, or left where they could not fay, to 1 in or- Tit. 1. 59 

der the Things that were wanting ; to ſettle the Churches 
« which the Apoſtles had planted under the Conduct of 

their ordinary Paſtors and Teachers, and then to leave 

them. This Epaphroditus is the ſame with that Epa- 

phras, who fir{t preach'd the Goſpel at Colofſe, and Col. 1. 7 

_ planted a Church there; afterwards was for ſome time 
At Tae and vater d the Church there; and was 
now at Nome, ſent thither by the Philippians on an Er- 
rand to St. Paul, and ſent back by St. Paul to them 

with this Epiſtle. 
ow we may look upon this good Man, | 

1. As a Dear Friend of Pauls, and one whom he had 
2 great Love and Value for. He calls him here, 2. 25. 

is Brother and Companion in Labour, and his F:llow- 
ſoldier; and Col. 1. 7. bis Dear Fellow-ſervant. St. 
Faw was the Chief of the Apoſtles, excell'd thetn all in 

Lifts and Graces, and Uſcfulnels, was a Prime Mi. 


Pp „ 


„* 


8 oA Sermon Preachd nt the Fulttral 
vier of Stare in Chrit's Kingdom, yet fee his Hurtiitis 
ty; . —— the Help of Epapbroditut, that was eve 
ry way his Inſerior, makes ufe of it, rejoyceth im it, 
| and is afraid of being depriv d of it; much more t&- 
. fon: have e to acknowledge the Need we have of otir 
1 Cor. 12. Brethren's Help, and to be 1hankful for it, to ſee the 
AI. Advantage we have by it for the Rirengthifing of o 
Hands, and the carrying on of our Work, and to fee 
what Laſer Ke are by their Removal; nay we art ifs 
norant of ot ſolves, if we eſteem not others better th 
our 2e an reckon not that we could be ef 


Paul calls roditys his Brother, for all we , 
Bren; al tius Chtiſtians, all faithful Miniſters ae 
fo, for they bade all one and the ſame Father; and alt 
belong to one and the fame Family. He caſꝶ him bis 
Companion in Labour, for he was engag d in the fame 
r; and his Fellon- Soldier, for he was engag' d iti the 
Warfare $ and the Share he had with him in Ser- 
Nees and ine dncteaꝰd Pauls Affection to him; 
he be his Fellon - Servant, and be ſuch a one as h 
Gionkd be, be is a dri Felbn Servant, Pan!'s Heart is 
upon him, and he tovWhiin' as h own Soul. It becomes 
the Servants of Jefus Chriſt, not only to love their Ma- 
ſter, but to love their F:How-Srruants, to call them their 
dt Frllon· S vante, not jcalous of their Rivalfhip; d 
envions at their Succeſs, taking Pleaſare in them 
and their Profperity, Fillow-Soldiers that have ven- 
tur d their Lives together, ſhould thereby have their 
Hearts knit together. Epaphroditus was upon this 
account dear to Paal, who therefore could fearce bear 
the Thoughts of parting with him. | | 
2. As a faithful Servant to the Churches, whoſe Care 
was not confin'd to ont Church, but was extended to 
many; he laid ont himfelf to promote every thing that 
was good among Chriſtians; He is your MAeſſenger, one 
that you have employ'd, and put a Confidence in; one 
that you have made your Repreſentative, that ma- 
nageth the Affairs of your Church ſo wiſely, fo well. 
Epaphroditus, as it ſhould ſeem, was now ſent 1 * 
A * | FX 
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M. Samuel Lawrence. 
5 Rome to paul, to ſee what be 
a ad dig bring i bee lin ke Cars Yale whigh they | 


ans was he that "was f * unto 8 Deus if he 


dy d, it would have been an Ocęa 5 
— to Paul, for tho Paul was a 7 that a: ad he 
Command of bis Paſſop yet he was not a Stock 
Stone, ox a Sjoick void of Paſſion ; our Lord] cſus him 
ſelf was not; becauſe be loy'd Lazar 7795 be NA ver Icha 13. 
his Graye, and hath warranted us to dg ſo 

for it, Tho we pretend 73 85 con · 


we haye occaſion 


git, yet W 
we may compare them to St. P Ecjends and 
n walk (tho nat pa ;, , 7! 
in the ſame S nn Au in the ſame Steps, and therefore 
Lon ode i ig, 


2 The Death of Faithful Miniſters i is juſt Cauſe 
ſor Sorrom, and ſometimes eſpecially 1 it is ſo gir- 
1 ee. as that it becomes Sorrow upon, Sar: 


1. The Death of Faithful Miniſters is juſt Cauſe for 2 
ron. Parting with them is a very mouxnful thi N 
tho they have continued long in their Uſchuluels, 
ſome may think it's time they ſhould go off to make 
. — for ay: et in that Caſe their 70 18 £0 
lamented, as Eliſha's was by ris: Iſrael, ha Aeg 
was then \ very old, and we had hear nothing of him iq 13, 1 
eat while; ap bs mult thus ſhew that we hav 
—— d them bighh in Love for their Work's ſake. 5 * 
tho they ſhoul oy Martyrs, and ſhould themſelves 
rejoyce to be offer d up, yet in that Caſe, as in Rn &. 2474 
devout Aden will make great Lameniation or them; ag; 8. 2 | 
much more is it to be lamented when there 1 * not that 
Gain to the Church by, their Deaths, and might 10 
have 8 in all Probability great Gain to he Chur 
by their Lives. It is jultly reckon'd an Argument of 
gear Spin, if i ch Men are taken away wre 
not confider i it, and 0 it to Heart, Oblerve, Iſa. 37. ro 


1. Mini 


A. x 


33, 3686. 


_ . 2 Cor. 4.7. ſure is put into Earthen Peſſels ; they alſo are formw'd 


* 


A Sermon Preach at the Funeral 
1. Miniſters, Faithful Minifters are ſubject to the 
Stroke of Death as well as others: They know them- 
ſelves, and we. know that they muſt cettainly and 

2 Pet. 1. ſhortly put off this their Tabernack ; Our Fathers where 

14. are they? and the Prophets, do they live for ever? We ſee 


hey do not. | | AY | | 
© They are not exempiyd from Death, for the Trea- 


. 
[1 
of 


4 


they muſt return to their Duſt; they are indeed call'd 
the Angels of the Churches, ſuch is the Dignity of their 
Office, but alas we find them mortal dying Men; and 
when they are ſubject to like Paſſions as others, it is not 
Im. 5. 17. ſtrange they are ſubject to like Strokes as others; the 
nch 7 Law made Men Priefts, and the Goſpel makes Men 
23 28 Miniſters, that bad Infir mity, and therefore could not 
4 continue, could not continue long, by reaſon of Death; 
winch muſt be and will be where Sin is. 
Nay, they are expos/d more than others; Death is 
2 Cor. 4. ling in chem, when Life in yon; their Work walts + 
them, their Sorrows wear them; and they gladly ſpend, 
' 2 Cor, 12. and cannot but be ſpent for you. A wicked World is 
15. ready to ſay, Away with them, they are not worthy to 
Acts 22, lie; a gracious God faith, Away with them, the 
22, ungrateful World is not worthy of them 5 ſo that the 
Heb. 11. Point ſeems to be agreed, that good Men muſt not live 
38. long in this World. a 1 
255 2. Death is the Occaſion of Grief; ordinarily it is 
\ . fo; when Man goes to his long Home the Mourners go 
Teel. 2. 5. Ion che Sireers, The Houſe where Death is, is call'd - 
Fed. 7.2 the Hoſe of Mourning; It is ſo unleſs either thoſe that 
are remoy'd were, or thoſe that are left behind are, void 
; of natural Affection. There was a great Cry through- 
Exod. 12. Out E2yPt, when there was not a Houſe in which there was 
30 not one dead. Tis Death reigning in this World as it 
5 doth, that makes it a Vale of Tears; in Heaven, and 
Rev. 21. there only, where there is no more Death, all Tears are 
+ ** * wiped away from Mens Eyes. S 
S 3. The Death of good Miniſters ought to be in a 
ſpecial Manner mourn'd for ; this is a n 
OT | p 


„erer ee GW” pong mm tt =» otybaeanyPp wiaiic. 


10 33. 6. ont of the Clay, tho' they are to us in God's Stead, apd - 


. 
* 
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"of Mr, Samuel Lawrence 9 
0 "and ſhall be for a Lamentation, as much a8 any Death- 
. Ae, and Aaron, and Samuel, were Men thatall - : 
d- rael.went into real Mourning for. The Death of © 
„ iniſters makes God's Houſe a Hauſe of A 
e and. ſenſibly affects thoſe who are ſorrowful for the Sb Zeph. 3. 

| lem Aſſembly, to whom the Reproach of it is a Burthen; 18. 

— then the Ways of Zion mourn, When the Guides and O- | 
d verſeers in thoſe Ways are remov'd; then her Elders 
d en Sackcloth, when thoſe that were the Qrnaments 
d of the Elders Seat are remov dl. 182 
ir 1. It is Matter of Sorrow to the People; they were 
d the Meſſengers of the Churches, God's Meſſengers to 2 Cor. 8, 
t them by the Word; Meſſengers of good Tidings, 23+ ; 
11 Whoſe Feet upon, that account were beautiful; they 
n were their Meſſengers to God by Prayer, that many 
* a time went to the Throne of Grace on their — | 
57 ſpread their Caſe before the Lord, and made Interc 
; n for them, and in both were Helpers: of their Joy; 
9 they were Interpreters; now the Removal of ſuch 
sought to be ſadly lamented, becauſe it breaks in upon 
, the Intercourſe we have with Heaven, the keeping up 
is of which is ſo much our Buſineſs, and ſo much our 
to Bliſs in our preſent State. l e 
Io When theſe Meſſengers are called away by Death, 
e you ought to he aflifted, and mourn and weep. 
0 t. Becauſe of the Love which we h ou bare to 
them, that you may  teftify and — 7 t. They 2 
E love 2 and travel d in Birth again for you, till they Gal. 4. t. 
0 ſaw ſome good . of . * 
4 3 You Know- how they exbortea comforted, and 1 Thef. 
W 3 every one of you as a Father doth his Children ; 11. M 
d how near their Hearts your ſpiritual Welfare lay 
j- what 4 Grief it was to them when any of you walked 
17 diſorderly, and how much your well-doing was their 
t oy; you have perceiv'd what a tender Concern they 
4 Ke who 15 weak. and I am not weak ? 
e What a Fear they have been in concerning you, leſt 


: you ſhould come ſbort, leſt you ſhould ſeem to come 
2 Hort; many have been the Proofs of their Love to you, 
» and it may be your own 1 tell you, that mags 
| e 


10 e Sermon Preach d at the Funeral 


they were with you you gave them not the Proofs you | 
mould have given them of your Love to them, you = 


wanting in your Duty; you did not atten 


| Miniſtry fo conftantly, nor attend to it fo carefully” as ; 
ſnould have done; your profiting did nota 2 9 
who ſnhould have had Joy of you 3 will you teſtify your ] 


t the contrary, and this griev d the Hearts of 


Love to them now they are gone, by bewailing the 


Removal of them ? Thus at length ſhew the Value you 


had for them, and make up what has been wanting in 


the Inſtances of your Love to them. Let their Deaths 


be lamented, to ſhew that their Lives were #efir'd. 
2. Becauſe of rhe Loſi which you know you have 


them, and not you only, but others alſo; for their 

Bleffing to q 
many. The Loſs of a faithful Miniſter is a publick Loſs, * 
we are to reckon thoſe our beft Friends that are our 
Soul's Friends, and therefore the Loſs of ſuch Friends, 


Uſefulneſs is extenſive, and their Lives a 


the greateſt Loſs of that kind. | | 
Jou here have loſt one that long approv'd himſelf 


a Skilful faithful Friend to your Souls ; one that was 


excellently well qualified for the Service of your 
Faith, and the Help and Furtherance of your Holineſs 
and Joy; he was one that knew how to divide the 
Word of Truth aright, and to give each of you your 
Portion of Meat in dne Seaſon. He was one, that to 
my Knowledge in his Youth, laid in a good Stock of 
uſeful Learning, and which is more, knew how to 
wake uſe of it. «He was a Scribe well inftrufted unto the 
| Kingdom of Heaven, and could bring out of his Trea- 
fury Things new and old, for the Improvement of the 
moſt grown Chriſtians, and yet both in his Preaching 
and in his Converſe, knew how to condeſcend and ac- 
commodate himſelf to the Capacity of the Adeaneft ; 
to feed the Babes with Milk, and the grown Men with 
Rtrong Meat. He preach d to you in a Method, that 
you might ſee the Truths you are to believe, and the 
Duties you are to do in their Order, and their Refe- 
rence to each other, which will render the one more 
intelligible, and the other more practicabit. He preach'd 

$73 < #7 vs * ang of > : , £ . 0 0 
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to yo in his Converſation, which was of a Piece with 


his Doctrine; he was an Example to the Believers in 
every _ that is Praiſe-worthy, and was both a 
burning and a ſpining Light. That which he aim d at 


4 — Profit, as One that naturally car d ſor your 


4s. (1 bf FI KL N 
O that you would ſorrow after a godly ſort, would 


ſorrow according to God, and with an eye to him for 
the Death of one that was ſo much your Helper in the 
Things of God; that you would forrow for the Loſs 
your poor Chi 

ef your Flock, whom he fed with Food convenient for 


ſuſtain by his Death, the Lamb: 


them; in his publick Catechizing. I truſt there are 
7 you to whom he was through Grace a Spiri 
Father, who by his Miniſtry were brought ſaving · 
ly to Chriſt, ſach have reaſon to lament the taking a- 
way of one quite out of their Reach, with whom 
they might have conſulted concerning their Progreſs 
inthe Way to Heaven, but whom they can now not 
only not hear, but not hear from. But eſpecially, O 
that you would ſorrow for your Sins, your Careleine 
and Unfruitfulneſs under his Miniſtry, which hath 
ſeparated between you and your Miniſter, and has 
provoked God to deprive you of ſach a Privilege. All 
our Tears ſhould be turn d into this Chanel. 
2. It is Matter of Sorrow to us that are Miniſters; 
— —2 our Companions, our Fellow- Servants, 
that laboured with us in the ſame Work; our Fellom- 
Soldiers that expos d themſelves with us in the ſame 
Warfare. Tho' St. Paul had as little need of Help as 
any Miniſter ever had, tho' the Holy Ghoſt was gi- 
ven by his Hands, ſo that if one was removed, he 
knew which way to expect the raiſing up of anothe 
yet the Death of a faithful Miniſter was very muc 
his Sorrow; and much more reaſon there is why it 
ſhould be ours, e 
1. Me have cauſe for it. Our Hands are this: Day 
weak: through our own Infirmities, and they are 
weaken'd by ſuch Providences, fo that the Work i 


' Fither not done, or not ſo well done; we are diſ- 


B 2 hearten'd 


o 
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hearten'd, and difcourag'd, and dreve heauily when 
thus our Chariot Wheels are taken off, We need Help, 
we need ſuch Help, and at every turn ſhall find the 
Want of it, and reflect with Sorrow upon the wither- 
ing of ſuch a Hand, as was ſo much our Right Hand. 

| Auch is requir'd to make an able Minifter of the New 
Feſftament, abundance of Gifts and Graces, Study and 
Experience, a good Head, and a good Heart, it is 
long e're a Miniſter grows up to — the choi- 
ceſt Fruits ripen ſlowly, many hopeful Buds and 
Bloſſoms are blaſted, and thoſe that promis'd fair 
diſappoint us, and never bring forth Fruit to Perſecti- 
on; many are pluck d off by Death, while they are 
yet in the Bloſſom, they come forth like a Flower, and 
are cut down, in the Beginning of their Utefulneſs 3 
and therefore to be depriv'd of ſuch a one as we have 


now loſt, that was beginning, and but beginning to 


be an Elder in Age, as well as an Elder in Office, that 
was grown by Obſervation and Experience fit to be 2 
Father to the Sons of the Prophets, and a very wile and 
tender One he was, and thereby to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of his Brethren, that was a great Example 'of 
Humility, Confiderateneſs, and Conſcientiouinefs, 
this it a Lamentation, and ſhall be for a Lamentat ion, 
eſpecially when (according to the Reaſon there given) 
among all the Branches of bur Vine there are to few - 
that areftrong Rods for Sceptres to rule. . 


Let the Priefts the Lord's Miniſters mourn between 


the Temple and the Altar, for there, in the Courts of 
the Lord's Houſe they will find a Loſs of him that was 
ſo good a Helper with them in the Service of the Ta- 


bernacle, We have loſt one that labour d in the Word - © 


and Doctrine, and ought therefore to be accounted 
Worthy of double Honour, of Honour while he liv'd, 
the Honour of being belov d; and of Honour at his 
Death, the Honour of being lamented. | 
2. It will do us good, It will be for our ſpiritual 
Beneñt, not only to admit but to enforce the Impreſ- 
Hans ef. Sorrow upon this Occaſion. By the Sadneſs 
" "+0 3 — T on ha. — 


— 
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ives may be made better, and we may have reaſon | | 
to ſay, I was good for us to go to ſuch a Houſe of Mourn- Eccl 7. 3. 


ing, tho it is bad for us, that ſuch Houſes of Mourn- 
ing are made among us. That which makes ſo much. 
apainſt us, if we be duly affected with it, may by the 
Grace of God be made to work for us ; out of the Eat- 
er may come forth meat, and out of the firong ſweetneſs; 
we whoſe Buſineſs it is to teach others to improve 
ſach Providences, are our ſelves inexcuſable, if we do 
not lay them to Heart, as the Living are concern'd to 
do. 
Il we forrow aright for the Death of our Brethren, 
it will help to fix upon our Minds that ſeriouſneſs which 
is ſo neceſſary to every Chriſtian, and eſpecially to a 
Miniſter, and to mortifie that Lightneſs and Airyneſs 
which very much disfits for the Employments and En- 
joyments of the Spiritual and Divine Life. This Sad- 
neſs will help to compoſe our vain Minds, and diſpoſe 
them for ſerious Work, and to preſerve that Decorum 
upon our whole Behaviour which becomes our Pro- 
ſeſſion, and will contribute ſo much to the great 
of it. That really doth us good which helps to make 
us Grave, and ſober- minded, and our Spirits are wretch- 
edly diſſipated if this will not do it. | 
It will ſtir us up to double our Diligence in our Maſter's 
Mert; do we grieve for the loſs of them that are re- 
mov'd? Let us endeayour in ſome meaſure to make up 
the loſs by laying out our ſelves ſo much the more in 
the Service of Chriſt, and the Souls of Men; let us 
Pray better, and Preach better, -and Live better, that 
we may each of us do ſomething towards filling up 
the Gap. In Two Scriptures we find the Conſiderati- 
on of this, that Death is a Period to the Uſefulneſs 
of good Men in this World, urg'd as an Argument 
with the Survivors to abound ſo much the more in ho- 
nouring God; one is Pſalm 115. 17, rs. The Dead 
praiſe not the Lord, as they did while they were alive, 
neither any that go down into Silence, Praying, Prai- 
Gong, Preaching Lips are clos'd in the Grave, but we 
2 ts the Lord. Becauſe they cannot do it, we * 
: 1 1 : * 4 . 0 
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do it the more fervently, the more conſtantly, a * 

will endeavour, that it may be done by a ard 17 2 

Sacceſſion of Saints, When we alſo are gone, from. this 
c 


Time forth and for evermore ; the other is in Hezekiab's 
Was. Ja. 38. 18, 19. The Grave Fama praiſe thee, 
as the Palpit doth, Death cannot celebrate thee, nor 
the Con * of the Dead, as the Aſſembiy * 
onr Fra, 2 0 Apd 1 N je Abe, the 75 
ving they ſhall praiſe thee, with ſo much the more, Life. 
— Livelineſs: and that the Work may not fink and. 
die in our Hands, the Fathers to the Children ſhall make 
known thy Truth, that they may be praifing God on 
Earth, when we are praiſing him in Heaven. .. _ 

It will put «s in nd of our latter End, of the Peri- 
o4 that will then be put to o Merk, and the Account, 
that muſt then be given up of it. They are gone and 


we are going, and we know not whoſe turn it will de 
to go next; probably ours that were neareſt in Age, 


who therefore are the more concern'd to take the A- 
larm. When our Fathers are removed in 4. full Age, 
we are perhaps rempted to think twill be many Tears 

before it comes to out turn to be gather d to them, and 
Gto think of Death as a thing at 4 Dance; but when 
our Brethren are remov d, thoſe that were brought up 

with us, and are of the ſame ſanding, we are bid to, 
think of Dying, not only as certain, but as very near; 

Behold the Fudge Rlandeth before the Door; this forbids 
us to ſay in our Hearts, Our Lord delays his coming 

and ſpeaks aloud in our Ears that the Lord is at H 
Moſes and Aaron are much of an Age, there's butthree 
Years between them, and therefore when Aaron is dead, 
God puts Moſes in Mind of following him quickly: 
Thou alſo fhalt be gathered unto thy People, as Aaron thy 
Brother was gather d. You commonly ſay to thoſe that 
are bar a very little younger than you, 1 | die for. 
Age, you muſt quake for fear; yet if you haye made 
fare your Intereſt in Chriſt, you will ſee cauſe not t 

quake for fear, but to ſing for Joy; but when thoſe of 


the ſame Ape with us die, tho” not for Age, tis a call 


to us to think of dying, of dying Hortly. Why may 


got 
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not our Strength be weaker'd in the way, and our Days 


Borten d, as their's were? And the” Niumber of 0 


Months be cut off in the midft. O that this Conliderg- 
tion might be fo impreſs d upon us that are Miniſt. 

that we might by it be quicken'd and engag d to ap- 
ply our ſelves more cloſely and vigorouſly to opr 
great Buſineſs, that we may fm conferabl and well. 
Hor Bleſſed Lord ſtirr d up himſelf with this Confide- 


it is Day, for the Night cometh when no Man can work. 
The nearer our Time drays to an end, the more con- 


= 


tation, muſt work the works of him that ſent me while John 9. 4- 


cern'd we are to fill it up with Duty, and with that 


our account with Foy. And if thus we ſow in 

ears, the Harveſt hereafter will be pleaſant; if the 

good Leffons which thefe Providences teach üs be ta- 
en out and well learn'd, we ſhall have reaſon to ſay 


that Sorrow ir better than Laughter ; and that our Leg | 


is not only their Gain, but our Gain too. Our Dear 


b 
Brother being dead yet ſpeaketh, thus ſpeaketh, There- 


- 


ore be ye alſo ready, and . in order to that be ye alſo Bui- 
15 . ' abounding in the Lord. We have no 
Time to loſe, who have ſo mach work to go through, 
and have loſt ſo'much Time already, Let us not un- 
der colour of prolonging our Lives indulge our eaſe, 
leſt by ſo ſaving our Lives we loſe them: The more 
uncertain Life is, the m | 
well, for that's the way to end it well; and bleſſed is 
1 whom his Lord when he comes Pal find ſo 
2, Sometimes the Death of faithful Miniſters is fo 
circumſtanc d, that it is Sorrow upon Sorrow ;, that was 


the thing St. Paul dreaded in the Death of Fpaphrods- 


tus, and it is what we feel at this time. God Fenew- 
eth his Witneſſes againſt us, and multiplies our wounds, 

1. When many Breaches of this kind are made upon 
us about the ſame time, then we have Sorrow upon der. 
row. Death is always reigning in every Place, and 
every Week brings in its Bills of Mortality, but we 
retkon it a fore and ſignal Judgment, if an FREIE 

TWITWYS LZ SAVISIU Nele ine em- 


which will turn to a good Account, that we may ys 
| S 


the more need we have to ſpend ie 
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Diſtemper makes the Numbers of the Dead in a little 
Time more than uſual; it is true, the Prophets do not 

live for ever, the Labourers muſt. be call'd out of the 
Vineyard, when they ſhall have accompliſÞd as a. Hire- 
ling their Day. But when many are remov'd in a lit- 
zle Time in the ſame Country, and thoſe moſt of them 
in the midſt of their Days, and Uſefulneſs, we muſt | 

N 5 be very ſtupid, if we hear not the 

Mr. Cope of Haſlington Voice of God in it; I can name a- 
in 1704. Mr. Chorlton of bout Seventeen Difſenting Miniſters 


Mancheſter, 175, Mr. La- here within our Neighbourhood, and 
e 6. e ee e 


of Loftoc i ved in little more than Seven Tears, 
Vier * op many of them I have done this 
Talents, aud Dr. Benyon, mournful Office for, that I am now 
= both of Salop, and Mr. Jo- doing for this Dear Brother of min 
[7 nathan 3 of Cheſter, and of them all only two that (as 
1708. Mr. Lom of Knut/- think) were above $55 Years Old, 
ford, and Mr. Evans of and thoſe Two were conſiderably a- 
bu Oſweſtry, in 170g. Mr. boye 80, Mr. Talents and Mr. Cope ; 
= ailor of St. Ellens, 1710. | take to ha bee bo | 
Dr. Peytonof Stafford, Mr. E Of, 7. 1 LIKE TO YAVE DEE, mem 3 
Brian of . Newcaſtle, Mr. and the reſt under 40. And is hot 
Jenkin Thomas of Wrexham, this Sorrow upon Sorrow? Have not 
and Mr. Eaton of Manche- the Deaths of our Brethren in the | 
fer, in 1711. and now Miniſtry been brought us by Job's 
Mr. Lawrence in 1712. Meſſengers? While one is yet ſpeaking, | 
comes in another. p 
And what ſhall we ſay to theſe things? What is this 
that God has done unto us? What is it that God 
would have us to do? What is it that he faith to us 
by theſe repeated ſtrokes of the ſame Rod, what's the 
meaning of it? And what the mind of bim that has 
inted it? LENS 
1. God doth hereby plainly reprove us for our for- 
mer Stupidity and Senſeleſſneſs, under the Breaches of 
this kind that were made upon us; good Men, good 
Miniſters have been taken from us, and we have not 
conſider d it, and laid it to Heart as we ought to have 
done; and therefore God has proceeded in this Con- 
tr overlic with us, for when he Juageth he will ever 8 
W 
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will humble the unhumbled. If the Work be not 
done, and the Point gain'd by one Affliction, another 


may. reaſonably be expected. Lord, when thy Hand Ila. 26.11; 


it lifted up, they will not ſee, but they ſhall ſee. When 
one good Miniſter has been taken away, perhaps we 
have been tempted to think, the Matter is not great, 
there's more enow: But God will make us know that 
we have none to ſpare, and that if we depend upon our 
Numbers he can ſoon leſſen them. | 
We have not been duly affected with the loſſes of this 
kind which other Congregations have ſuſtain'd, as if we 
were not concern'd in them, nor were in danger of the 
like; as if our Mountain ftood fo ftrong that it could not 
be moved, and we have thereby provoked God to come 
nearer us, and to make us feel the ſmart of that Rod 
pon our own Back, which we have not heard the Voice 
of upon the Back of others. Tis a Method God takes 
in other Afflictions, thoſe muſt be made to ſuffer, 
that will not be made to ſympathize ; for ſooner or la- 
— 0 * way or other, God will be heard, he will be 
5 


2. God doth hereby plainly warn us of Jadgmnents 
coming. We are to look upon it, as a fad Toker of 
bis Diſvleaſure ainſt us; nay, if we make not a right 
Improvement of it, tis well if it prove not a bad Omen 
25 is Departure from us. The removal of ſo many 

ndles out of their Places, is a 18 and a 


Threatning of the removal of the Candleſtick it ſelf 


out of its place; which we have deſer vd, becauſe we 


have left our firſt Love, and have not repented and done 
our firſt Works. God deſigns by theſe Providences to 
awaken us out of our Security, that we may not flat- 
ter our ſelyes with a Conceit, that to Morrom will be 
as this Day; and to ſtir us up to our Duty, which is 
to prepare to meet our God; to ſtand in the Gap which 
is hereby made, and make good the Breach againſt the 
Jadgments which threaten by it to pour in upon us. 


Hear ye the Lord's Controverfie, which he has with Mic. 6. 2, 


is People, and which he will plead, Hear ye the Lord's gu 
e, crying to the City, to the Country, _ 
| | ſee 


18 eA Sermon Preach'd at the Faneral 


ſee his Name in it. Why? How doth it appear that 
| God is contending with us? The Prophet gives you 
Ch.7.2. an Inſtance of it toon after, The good Man id periſbea 


| to be ſaid at ſuch a Time? We muſt not only fay as 
Pla). 12. 1. the like occaſion, Help Lord, for the godly. Man cea- 
ſeth, the Faithful fail; when we are bemoaning our 
ceaſe and fail, tis high Time to cry, Help Lord. 

Let the good Impreſſions of ſuch Providences as 
are apt to be affected with them for the preſent, but 


as thoſe that having 
defirous ſtill to be ſo, which makes it neceſſary, that 


Veſſel to Veſſel, ſhifting Hands with us, for otherwiſe 
our. Taft remaineth in us, and our Scent is not changed. 
Let us take heed leſt by returning to our former Secu- 
« bat by daily Prayers to God, let us endeavour to turn 
away his Wrath, and by a continual — Improve 
ment of the many Breaches of this 
Hiſters and the dead, that this Plague may be ftaid. O 
Prayer that God would not make à full end, but would 
cording to the Multitude of his Mercies. 
added to other Grievances, ſo that there is a Compli- 
cation of Griefs, then we have Sorrow upon - Sorrow. 


dy'd; he was now in Sorrow, not (o much for his own 


others 


Vo Te out of the Earth, and | am” as when they have gather | 
the Summer fruits, Stript of all my Glory; what is 


the Prophet there, Vo is me But as the Phalmiſt on 
Loſſes, we muſt apply our ſelves to him, who isalone | 
able to make them up; when godly, faithful People 


theſe abide with us, and let them not wear off; we 


er. 48.11. we ſoon forget them, and ſertle upon our Lees again, 
been ar eaſe — our Touth, are | 


God in his Providence ſhould be ſtil} emptying us from | 


rity, we provoke God to proceed in his Controverſie; 
ind that have | 
been made upon us, let us and between the livmg Mi- 
Ila. 37. 4. lift up a Prayer for the Remnant that is left, an earneſt 
fpare his People, and ſpare his Miniſters to them, a+ | 
2. When we have this Sorrow mingled with other, 
Sorrows, when Grief for the Death of our Miniſters is | 
This would have been Paul's Caſe if Epaphroditus had 


Sufferings, he knew how to Glory and Rejoice in them, 
but becauſe he was abſent from the Phulipp/ans, and 


of My. Samuel Lawrence, 


others of his Friends that were dear to him, and want- 
ed to know their State; and eſpecially, becauſe he ſaw 
a general Decay of ſerious Godlineſs among Miniſters 


19 


and Chriſtians ; ſome preach Chrift of Envy and Strife, Phil. r. 
and all ſeek their own, not the things that are Jeſus 15. 
Chrift's ; This was Paul's Sorrow, and if now he had 2. 21. 


loſt Epaphroditus, one that preach'd Chriſt out of Love 
to him, and that naturally car d for the State of Souls, 
it would have been Sorrow 1pon Sorrow ; and this allo 
is our Caſe. 

How far my own preſent Grief which lies heavy 
upon me, beyond what I could have thought, directed 
my Thoughts upon this ſad Occaſion to this melan- 
choly Theme of Sorrom upon Sorrow, I ſhall not ſay, 
the Heart beſt knows its own Bitterneſs, and feels 
moſt from its own Burthen; but upon many Accounts 
of common Concern, we may truly call this Sorrow upon 
Sorrow. | 
1. The abounding of Atheiſm and Infidelity, Vice 
and Prophaneneſ3 in our Land is our Sorrow; we behold 
the Tranſgreſſours and are grieved ; Iam fure we ought 


to be ſo; to ſee them ſo numerous, ſo impudent; Ri- Pfal, 119. 


vers of Tears ſhould run down our Eyes, becauſe there 136. 


are ſo few that keep God's Law, ſo many that break 
it. The general Corruption of Mens Principles and 
Manners, the abounding of Impiety and Immorality, 
and the Inefficacy of the Endeavours us'd for Refor- 
mation, are matter of Sorrow to all good People; 
righteous Souls are vex'd from Day to Day, as Lot's 
was with the filehy Converſation of the unrighteous z 
and we hope there is a Remnant that mourn in Secret, 
and cover their Faces for that wickedneſs which is 
committed openly, and goes bare-faced; that ſigh and 
cry for the Abommations of the Land; that bluſh before 
God for that wickedneſs for which they that are guil- 
ty of it will not blufſp before Men. Iis fad to ſee, to 
hear how God's Name is profan'd, his Law broken, 
his Word vilified, his Sabbaths polluted, his Creatures 
abus'd, how Men wrong and abuſe, how they bite and 


fAevgur one another. 
* C 2 And 
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And if this be a Sorrow, as certainly it is, the taking 
away of thoſe from the midſt of us, that were in their 
Places God's Mitneſſes againſt the wickedneſs of the 
Wicked, that help'd to put Vice out of Countenance, 
and to make Iniguity ſtop her Mouth; that by the Spirit 
of the Lord lifted up a Standard againſt this Enemy that 
comes in like a Flood; the ſilencing of the faithful 
Watchmen, that warned the Wicked in God's Name 
to turn from his wicked Way, muſt needs be Sorrow 
upon Sorrow. Men of Probity and Sincerity could ne- 
ver be worſe ſpar'd than now, when Men _ Vanity 
every one to his Neighbour, and there are ſo few that 
can be confided in. 

2. The Decay of ſerious Piety among thoſe that 
make a Profeſſion of it is our Sorrow; it may juſtly 
grieve us to ſee not only how Iniquity abounds, but 
how the Love of many waxeth cold ;, Love to their God, 
to their Bibles, to their Brethren, devout Affections 

 ebband abate: the Kindneſs of our Youth is forgotten, 
and that of our Eſponſals ;, tis our Sorrow, to ſee ſo lit- 
tle of the Power of Godlineſs among thoſe that _ 
the Form of it; to ſee Family Worſhip neglected, 
Sabbath time trifled away, Bibles and good Books ſel- 
dom look d into, Religious Conference forgotten and 
quite laid aſide, Solemn Aſſemblies ind ifferently at- 
tended, and the Word preach'd careleſly heard; tis 
ſad to ſee how little there is among us of the pious 
Zeal and Strictneſs of the good old Puritans; how the 
things that remain are ready to die, and our Works are 
not found filled up + hal God; but what a woful Defi- 


ciency there is of what ſhould be, and a woful Degene- 
racy from what has been among Profeſſors. 


And if this be a Sorrow, ſurely it may well be rec- 


kon'd Sorrow upon Sorrow, when thoſe are taken away 
by Death, in whom ſo much of ſerious Piety was kept 
vp, and by whoſe Means we might hope to ſee it, 
through the Grace of God in ſome meaſure reviv'd ; 
it adds to our Grief, to ſee a Family beheaded; and by 
that means broken up, and ſcatter d, in which God's 
Name was fo conſtantly call'd upon, his Word read 


my) 


and 


>, 
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and Ar his Praiſes ſung; now when in ſo many 
Houſes the Altar of the Lord is broken down, or gone 


to decay. When we have been bewailing the De- 


fection and Backſliding of many that began in the Spi: 
rit, then to follow thoſe to their Graves, who not on- 
ly ſtill held faſt their Integrity themſelves, but we ho- 
ped might have been inſtrumental to reduce and re- 
cover thoſe that were gone aſtray. This may well be 
call d, Sorrom upon Sorrom. 

3. The Contempt caſt upon the Religious Aſſemblies 
which we adhere to, and in which we think we have 
met with God, is owr Sorrow. It is made the Cha- 
rafter of thoſe whom God hath diſtin 5 the Flemn 


in reſerve for, that they are ſorromful for the ſolemn Aſ+ Zeph. 3. 


ſembly, to whom the Reproach of it is a Burt 
great many ſolemn Aſſemblies there are among us 
on which we have reaſon to ſay, God has put Honour, 
that yet are loaded with Reproach, an — 
filled with the Scorning of theſs that are at eaſe, I 

Aſſemblies of thoſe that we know to be united by 5. 
Holy Faith and Love to Chriſt, and through him to 
his Church,are reproach'd as by Schiſm cut off from the 
Church, and therefore from Chriſt and the Covenant, 


and the Hope of Salvation, for no other reaſon but be- 


cauſe their Miniſters were ordain'd as Timothy was, by 
the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery, and not 
by a Dioceſan Biſhop. The Aſſemblies of thoſe that 
we know to be peaceable and quiet in the Land are re- 
roach'd without any Colour of Reaſon, like the Aſ- 
emblies of the Primitive Chriſtians, as factious, and 


 ſeditious, and hurtful to Kings and Prowinces. : The 


Maſters of thoſe Aſſemblies, tho' we know them to 
be ready and mighty in the Scriptures, skilful in the 
Word of Righteouſneſs, yet are reproach'd by man 

as unlearned and ignorant Men. Many ſuch as theſe 
are the Reproaches of the Solemn Aſſemblies, whichare 
our Sorrow, becauſe when thus like Nazareth they are 
put into an ill Name, unthinking People are preju- 
diced againſt them, and are eaſily perſwaded that no 
good thing can come out of them, There is a late Re- 


proach 


: anda 18. 


e Plal. 123, 
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proach put upon our Aſſemblies by the Law, which 
makes it highly penal for one in any Place of Truſt 
or Power to be ſeen in them: And this Reproach adds 


Neb. 4. 4. to our Burthen; Hear, O our God, for we are ſuſpect : 


Pſal. 42. 


ed, we are deſpiſed, and both cauſeleſsly; and this is 
our. Sorrow; we quarrel not with thoſe who give us 
this hard Treatment, we pray God to forgive them; 
but as @ Sword in our Bones are theſe Reproaches. 

And nom to have thoſe taken away that were ſo 
mach the Glory of our Aſſemblies, and help'd to an- 
ſwer them that reproach'd us, and to put to Silence their 
Jgnorance ; to be ſtript of our Ornaments now, of thoſe 
Whoſe good Report of all Men made them a Credit to 
us, even our Enemies themſelves being Judges, this is 
Sorrow upon Sorrow; for we know not what to ſay 
when Weare ask'd, what will ye do now? Where is 
your Glory? But that, Our God is (till our Glory, our 
everlaſting Glory. 

4. The Judgments of God that threaten our Land, 


> and the difficult trembling Poſture of the Affairs of the 


Proteſtant Churches abroad are our Sorrow, it grieves 


us to ſee the Deſolations of the Sanctuary, to hear the 


Groans of God's Iſrael in Egypt; by whom fhall Jacob 
ariſe, for he is ſmall? and his Intereſts neglected ? 
The Enemies of the Reformed Churches are many 
and mighty, aad violent againſt them; their Friends 
few — feeble, and cool towards them. It is our Sor- 
row that there are ſuch Heats and Ferments among 


our ſelves; we have reaſon to fear the Deſolations. 


which a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is threaten'd 
with : we are biting aud devouring one another, Wi- 
dening Matters in Difference, and exaſperating one a- 
nother's Spirits ; Firebrands, Arrows and Death are 
thrown about, and Diſcord among other Tares ſown 
in God's Field; all that wiſh well to the Honour of 
Chriſt, and the Intereſts of his Kingdom among Men 
grieve to fee it. 

And is it not then Sorrow upon Sorrow, at this time 
o have one removed from us that was and would have 
born a Peage- maler with God by his Prayers, — 
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of My. Samuel Lawrence. 


ſtood in the Gap as an Interceſſor, to turn away his 
Wrath: that had an Intereſt in Heaven, and improv'd 
it for 2 ſinful People; that was and would have been 
a Peace maker with Men too, by his Chriſtian Tem- 
per and Moderation, that {tudy'd the things which 
make for Peace, that placed his Religion in the Efſen- 
tials of it, and there ſpent his Zeal, Now the dzvs- 
ding = ſo much prevails, tis ſad to loſe one that 
was of ſuch a healing Spirit. Now ſo many are bring- 
ing Oil to our Flames which is our Sorrow, tis Sor- 
row upon Sorrow to ſee the Hand wither'd that was 
bringing Water to them, and the Earthen; Veſſel 


broken that held that Water. Lis ill with the Pa- 
tient if when his Diſeaſe is at the height, thoſe Phy- 


ſicians are remov'd that beſt underitood his Caſe, and 
the Method of his Cure. 13 | 
Let us now make ſome as lication of this; | 
Firſt, See what this World is; it is a Vale of Tears; 
it is a Bochim, a Place. of Weepers, and we mult ex- 
peſt no other but a ſorrowtul Paſſage through it. 
Tis well if in Chriſt we have Peace. and oy, in the 
World we muſt have Trouble and Grief. In the up- 
per World there is a perfe& and perpetual Serenity, 
tis all clear and calm there; but in theſe lower Re- 
gions the Clouds are ſtill returning after the Rain, and 
we muſt ex Sorrow upon. Sorrow. Look which 
way we will, and we ſee the Tears of the Oppreſſed, 
ſome upon one Account, and ſome upon another, and 
many times they have no Cumforter. We ſee Families 
in Tears, Congregations in Tears, Churches, Nati- 
ons in Tears; how melancholy is the State of Human 
Life! What a conftant Series of Griefs are we at- 
tended with through this Wilderneſs? The End of 
one Trouble is commonly the Beginning of another, 
Deep calls unto Deep. Nay, Troubles often come in 


Company, and the Beginning of one is the Preface to 


another, and we are not to think it ſtrange; it is 
what - 2m have had Experience of, and we Java had 
notice of. | . 

The larger our Acquaintance is, and the more 
2 : Friends 


* 


23 


Ecel. 4. Is 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral 
Friends we have, the more happy we think our ſelves, 
and we have cauſe todo fo, what greater Pleaſure or 
Comfort is there on Earth than an Agreeable Friend- 
hip? And yet the more we have of this Comfort, 


the more Sorrow we are expos'd to; the more dear 
Friends we have, the more we have to 8 
th; if it 


with, and the more we have to part wi 
adds ſomething to our Pleaſure that we rejoyce with 


_ thoſe we love when they rejoyce, it adds more to our 


Pain, that by the ſame Rule we weep with them when 
they weep ;, but conſidering how many more Mens 
Griefs are than their Joys in this World, and that in 
both we muſt be Partakers with our Friends, we muſt 
conclude that by the Increaſe of our Friendſhips, our 
Joys riſe not in proportion to our Griefs, unleſs that 
we conceive a ſecret Pleaſure in contributing ſome- 
thing towards the Comfort of our afflicted Friends 
and their Families, by our fincere and affectionate 
Sympathy with them. a 
And is this World fo full of Sorrows, Sorrows upon 
Sorrows, as we ſee it is, what is there in it that ſhould 
court either our Love to it, or our Stay in it? Wh 
ſhould our Aﬀettions be ſet upon good things beneat 
when we ſee them liable to ſo many ſorrowful Chan- 
ges? Why ſhould they not be ſet upon good things 
above, which tho' they may perhaps admit of an end- 
leſs Increaſe, yet know no Change; nor are in any 
Danger of being loſt? Why ſhould we be fond of a 
Continuance here, where the longer we fiay, the 
more Sorrows we ſhall have to ſhare in, and not ra- 
ther covet to remove to that World, whence Sorrow 
is for ever baniſh'd, where all Tears ſhall be wiped a- 
way from our Eyes, and Joy upon Joy ſhall draw our 
the Bliſs 1 1 to the Line of Eternity it ſelf. 
Secondly, Let one Sorrow help to make another 


Sorrow that comes with it the more tolerable, and to 


prepare and fit us for another that may come after it. 
As the more we do for God, the more we may do, 
one Duty will fit us for another; ſo the more we bear 
from God, the more we may bear, and the better we 
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may bear it; for Tribulation works Patience. Thoſe Rom. 5.4. 


that have not known Sorrow, find it hard to be re- 


. concil'd to it, and are apt to fret at it, and to double 


it by fruggling with it; but thoſe Who have experi- 
enc'd Sorrow upon Sorrow, like their Maſter who was 
a Aan of Sorrows, and acquamted with Grief, can con- 
verſe familiarly with their Afflictions, whereby not 


only the Terror of them is taken off, but abundance 


of Advantage is gain d by them. 

Let the frequent Returns of our Sorrows keep us 
from Security, and keep up in us a lively Expectation 
of Trouble, that let it come never ſo ſuddenly 
it may be no Suyprize to us. We muſt never ſay, 
Surely this Trouble will excuſe us from another, or 
that now we have had our Share; no, tis ſtill leſs 
than what we deſerve, and perhaps leſs than what we 
need; we ſhould rather argue, Have I had this Sor- 
row? What good Uſe ſhall I make of it, that by it L 
may be the better prepar'd for the next! If our Sor- 
rows wean us from the World, and looſen &izr Hearts 
from it; if they make us ſerious and thoughtful of a- 
nother World; if they endear Chriſt to us, and 
make him more precious, by giving us an Experi- 
mental Acquaintance with the Powers and Pleaſures 
of his Grace; then when Sorrow comes upon Sorrow 
we may bear it chearfully ; Patience works Experience, 
and Experience a Hope that makes not aſham'd. 

And if we thus improve our Sorrows, tho' as to the 
Troubles themſelves of this preſent time, we muſt re- 
member that we are but girding on the Harneſs. and 
muſt not boaſt as tho' the Warfare were accompliſh'd, 
and we had put it off, yet as to any real Hurt or Inju- 
ry that the Troubles can do us, we may boaſt as tho 
we had put off the Harneſs, for in all theſe things, not 
only we hall be, but we are already more than Congue- 
rors through him that loved ws and died for ut. 

Thirdly, When God purſues one Sorrow with a- 
nother, let us follow the Sorrow for AAittion with a 
godly Sorrow for Sin, and that's a Sorrow upon Sorrow 
which will de au * for us that the Affliction 

comes 
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comes from Love, is deſigned for our Good, and 
doth us the Good that is deſigned us; and will pre- 
pate us for ſuch a Deliverance out of our Affliction, 
as will be a Mercy indeed to uus. 26S 

When we ſorrow for the Death of our Friends, 7 
ticularly of our Miniſters, we ſhould at the fame 
time ſorrow for our Sins, by which we have pro- 
vok'd God thus to contend with us. We are therefore 
depriv'd of the Comfort of our Relat becauſe we 
have not done the Duty of them, when therefore we 
lament the Effect we ſhould lament the Cauſe: 

Fowrthly, When we have Sorrow upon Sorrow upon 
the Account of Affliction, let us not by our own Folly 
add any more Sorrow to it; nor by the Productions of 
the Root of Bitterneſs in our Hearts, niake the bitter 
Cup to be more bitter to us than really it is. If in a- 
ny Diſtreſs we treſpaſs yet more againſt the Lord, as that 
— Ahax, did, we make the Diſtreſs more than 
double. Sin upon Sorrow will be worſe than Sorrow up- 
on __—_ 1 = will be Wor #wood and Gall in the A. 
fliction a zyery. EY 

Now you ine Sorrow for the Death of your 
Miniſter. If you ſnould grow cool to Holy Ordinances, 
as if your Religion were bury'd with your Miniſter, 
or as if no other Miniſter could teach you, and ſhew 
ou the way to Chriſt and Heayen now he is gone; 

if this ſhould be made uſe of as a Pretence for your 
Careleſneſs and Lukewarmneſs in the Service of God, 
that you have not the Miniſter you have been us'd to, 
and ſo your Hearts be hardened by the Providence 
that ſhould ſoften them, then it will indeed be Sorrow 
n Sorrow. But I hope better things of you, (my 
ethren) and that we ſhall yet have Joy concerning 
you; that as thoſe who have been ſo well taught, 
and fo long under the Inſpection of ſuch an Overleer, 
ou will continue your Teal in Religion, and your 
ove and Unity among your ſelves, and we may hear 
of your Affairs, that your Converſation is as becomes the 
Goſpel, and that ye ftand faſt in one Spirit, with one 


Fiſthly, 


of Mr. Samuel Lawrence. 27 
._ Fiſthly, Let us ſtudy to anſwer God's End in viſiting 
us thus with Sorrow upon Sorrow, and accommodate our 
ſelves tothe Intentions of theſe Providences. By the 
Sadneſs of our Countenances on ſuch Occaſions as theſe, 
let our Hearts be made better, every way better; 
Every Rod hath a Voice, which we are concern'd to 
hear, and underſtand the meaning of; every Afflicti- 
on is ſent ppon an Errand, and he that ſends the Er- 
rand expects to have an Anſwer ; what Anſwer will 
you return this Day to this Meſſenger? Or rather to 
God's Call by it. 

This Sorrow is appointed us, this Sorrow upon Sor- 
rom to put us upon conſidering the Uncertainty of the 
Continuance of our Opportunities; yet 4 little while John 12. 
i the Light with us; Places have their Time for en- 35. 
Joying the Goſpel which will come to an end, and 
then other Places have their turn. Miniſters are 
burning and ſhining Lights, but it is only for a Seaſon 
that we rejoyce in their Light; which is a good Rea- 
fon why we ſhould walk and work while we have the Join 9 4. 
Light, while it is yet called to Day, becauſe the Night 16. 
_— and before the Night comes wherein no Man can 


It is deſigned to bring us off from looking at Men, / 
and Inſtruments, as tho' by their own Power they 

could do us Service, or had done it; no, they are on- 

4y the Earthen Veſſels in which the Treaſure was de- 
poſited, and they are broke and thrown aſide, to give 

us a ſenſible Conviction, that the Excellency of the 2 Cor. 4 
Power is of God, and not of them, We are thus taught 7. 

to ceaſe * Man, from wiſe and good and ufefal 


Men, whoſe Breath at their beſt State is in their No- Ila. 2. 22. 

Arili, will not be there long; let our Dependance 

therefore be not on them, but on Chriſt, who makes 

them that te us that they are; let us ſit down with De- 

light under the Shadow, not of theſe Gourds, that 

come up in a Night, and periſh in a Night, but of 

that Rock of Ages that abides for ever. Fer us not 

bind up our Religion and the Comfort of it in our 1 

Miniſters, for God therefore ſhews us the End of 4 
| D 2 their 
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1 Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral 
their Converſation among us, that we may cleave ſo 
much the cloſer to Jeſus Chrift, who is the ſame Tefter+ 
day, to Day, and for ever, and will be the ſame to the 
Succeſſors in the Miniſtry that he was to their Prede- 
ceſſors, and make them the ſame to us, if it be nof our 
own Fault. | | 

Sixthly, Let us be earneſt with God in Prayer that he 
would not proceed in his Controverſy with us, and that 
we may not have any more Sorrow upon Sorrow of this 
kind. Go forth to meet the Lord in the Way of hit 
Judgments, and humble your ſelves under his mig 
Hand, and pray and ſeek his Face. He expects his 
praying People ſhould now appear in the Breach to 
turn away his Wrath; and juſtly wonders if at ſuch a 
time there be no Iuterceſſor; and ſhall not each of us 
then be Interceſſors, as the Prophet Ezekiel was, when 
he fell upon his Face, and cried with a loud Voice, as 
one in earneſt, Ah, Lord God, wilt thou make a full 
End of the Remnant of Iſrael? And as the Prophet A- 
mos was, when he pray'd, O Lord God, ceaſe I beſeech 
thee, by whom ſpall Ficob ariſe ? for he is ſmall. | 

O that by this Providence we might be ftirr'd up to 
pray more, and pray better, to pray more earneſtiy, as 
Chriſt himſelf did when he was in his Agony. When 
we have loſt a praying Friend we are concern'd the 
more to pray for our ſelves. Pray that the Light of 


God's Coyntenance may ſhine upon us through theſe 


dark Diſpenſations, and that whatever Friends and 
Helpers he takes away from us, he would not himſelf 
22 8 from us, nor take away his Mercy and his 
ruth. 5 ; 
Seventhly, Even then when we have Sorrow upon 
Sorrow, yet let us not ſorrow as thoſethat have no Hope; 
but take hold of the Comforts and Encouragements 
which God hath provided for his own People, in their 
multiplied and moſt aggravated Sorrows, that they 
may not be unmixed Sorrows and unallayd. As the 
Righteous have Hope in their Death, ſo have their 
Friends alſo that are left behind in Tears. 


5. Wy 


* . 
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. Samuel Lawrence: 


1. We have Hope concerning him whom we have 
Joſt, that he is remov'd unſpeakably to his own Advan- 


tage, for to thoſe to whom to live is Chriſt, to die is 


not only no Loſs, but great Gain: This Country has a 


ter Work, and better Pleaſures, and better Friends. 


mighty Loſs of him, but he has no Loſs of it, who is 
gone tothe better Country, that is the Heavenly, to bet- 


| Thoſe are ſafely and honourably lodg'd that are re- 
ceiv'd into the Manſions in our Father's Houſe, thoſe 


Everlaſting Habitations; thoſe have a good Re 


ſe, 
and ſleep ſweetly that /eep in Feſus, What 1 
here are comparable to theirs, to whom our Lord 21. 


Mat. 25. 


Jeſus _ Well done, good and faithful Servant; or 
u 


what Plea 
Joy of their Lord. Let this yield us pleaſing Thoughts 


re comparable to theirs who enter into the 


when we are afflicting our ſelves for the Loſs of one we 


lov'd. We forrow for the Body, that that is lodg'd in a 
Land of Darkneſs and Silence; but the Soul is the 
Man, and that's gone thither where its Eyes are o- 

n'd to an Ever aſting Light, and its Lips open'd in. 
— of Everlaſting Praiſe; and therefore if we loved 
him we would rejoyce. He who ſo often complain'd 


of knowing but in part, and propheſying but in part, is 28. 


now made perfect, and ſees Face to Face. 
2. We have Hopes that God will do our Souls good by 


this Providence, that he will ſanctiſy it to us, and 


make it a means of our Sanctification; and that the 
Impreſſions of it will not be ſoon loſt, will never be 
quite loſt, You of this Place and Neighbourhood will, 
{ hope, be quicken'd hereby to confider your latter 
End, and with the utmoſt Diligence to prepare for it. 
You ſee, that in the mdft of Life we are in Death, and 
that we are often obliged to remove hence upon very 
ſhort Warning. When you ſaw your Minifter laſt in 
the Pulpit, and heard him diſcourſe fo excellently of 
the Interceſſion of Chriſt, you little thought it was the 
laſt Sermon you ſhould hear him preach, and that 
within a few Days you ſhould ſee him laid in the Duſt ; 
but ſo it proves; and God by it calls aloud to you, 


Therefore be ye alſo ready, be ye glways ready, for you 
* 4 , : X . | | les 


John 14 | 
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he hag ee [uns an Hour as you think not, the n of 
And as this Providence will I hope through Grace 
do you good, by quickening you to prepare for Death, 
L hope it may be of. uſe to you to help you above 
the Fear of Death; thoſe that are ready to die ſhonld 
he willing to die, and they have the more reaſon to be 
ſo, when they ſee their Friends go chearfully before 
them-down into the darkſome Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, and even then fear no Evil. Your Miniſters 
that while they liv'd, ſhew'd you the way to Heaven 
through the Paths of Life, when they die ſhew you 
the way thither through the Regions of Death, and 
go before you through that Jordan, as the Prieſts did 
before Iſrael bearing the Ark of the Covenant. Be 2 
ye therefore followers of them, who are now through 
Faith and Patience inheriting the yoo ao 44 ; 
z. We have hope, that God mill take care of the Be- 
beaded Family, that is moſt ſenſibly touch'd by this 
| 2 Sam, 6, Breach. He was one that bleſ#d his Houfbold, that 
VP was every way a Bleſling to it, and therefore his 
Death is killing to that; we ſorrow with them, and 
+ ; grieve for. their loſs; but we depend upon the Word 
of God, that he will be a Husband to the Widow, 
| Father to the Fatherleſs Children; Jehovah ji- 
| Gen, 22. eh, The Lord will provide ;, and in the aunt f the 
| 34. Lord it ſhall be ſeen; the Orphans that are left with 
15 ſhall not be left hy him, not left comfortleſs, but 


will ' come unto them, and take care of them; and 
let the Widow truft in him, and ſhe ſhall not be made 
2ſhamed of her H To the aged Mother likewiſe, 
who has liy'd to ſee. Sorrow Sorrow, God will be 
better than teu Sans, than ten ſucb Sons. Ati 
4 We have Hope, that Goalwpill provide well far the 
Congregation, and that that ſhall not be deſtitute and 
diſperſed, as Sheep having no Shepherd, but they and 
their's ſhall {till be led into the Green Paſtures, and fed 
beſide the ſtill Waters. You have been loving and re- 
ſpectful to your Miniſter, and many of you have been 


his Comfort and Hope, and I truſt will be Naan; 


of Mr. Samuel Lawrence. — 

rejoycing in the Day of the Lord; and you have rea- 

to expect that God will ſend you another faithful 

Guide in the good Ways of the Lord. I have reaſon 

to think he has a ＋.— in reſerve for you, by which 

he will carry on his good Work among you. St. Pau 

when he was in Priſon comforted himſelf with this, 

that tho he was bound, the Word of the Lord was not 2 Tim. 2; 

, bound; and when faithful Miniſters are laid in their 9. 

Graves this may be our Comfort, tho they are buried, a 
the Word of the Lord is not buried. When you change * 
your Miniſter you do not change your Maſter; yon 9 

mall have another Preacher, but thanks be to God 
not another Bible, or another Goſpel. 

5. We have Hope, that tho“ we have parted with 4 

dear Friend in Sorrow, with many ſuch in Sorrow up- 
on Sorrow, yet the Day is coming when we ſhall meet 
apain, ſhall meet with them all again'in Joy, in ever- | | 
laſting Joy. The Hope of this gives the ſtrongeſt AL | 
| lay to our Griefs. yi m this Life only we had hope in 
Chrift, and were to fetch our Reliefs in ſuch Caſes as 
theſe, from within the Confines of Time, we were of 
all Men the moſt miſerable ; but we have hope in Chriſt, 
that thoſe who now /eep in him, he will — bring 
with him; and will ring us to meet them; we which 
remain and are left behind for a while, ſhall be 
brought to be Companions with them in the Kingdom, 
as we have been in the Patience and Tribulation 5 Je- 
ſus Chriſt. We look for the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
and the Life of the World to come, and in the believing 
ExpeRation thereof we comfort our ſelyes, and one 
another, -) 

Now God calls to Weeping and Mourning, it is a 
Comfort to us to ſee ſo many ſad Countenances and 
wet Eyes in this ſolemn Aſſembly, for thus we anſwer 
God's Calls; but when God calls us to Joy, into his 

| Joy, what a pleaſant ſight will it be to ſee the Gene- 
al Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt born, and our 
ſelves in it, and not one weeping Eye, or dejected 
Countenance, or ſorrowful Spirit among all the Holy 
Myriadsz there hall be ao Sorrow, nor any occaſi- 
| on 
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n for it; nay, there ſhall be Everlaſting Joy, and 
verlaſting Cauſe for it. The Streams ever-running, 
becaule their Springs ever-full and over - flowing. 
Our Aſſembly is now breaking up and ſcattering, and 
it is not likely we ſhould ever be all together again 
in this World; but this is our Comfort, if we be 
found the faithful Followers of the Lord Jeſus, we 
ſhall ſhortly be gathered togesher unto him, with all 
the Saints, and none bat Saints, and Saints made per- 
fet: And that Aſſembly ſhall never be broken up or 
ſcatter'd ; we ſhall meet and part no more. The delt 
we can here hope for is, to go in and out with the 
Sheep of Chriſt, and to find Paſture; but if we can 


hut get to Heaven, we ſhall be Pillars in the Temple 


of our God, and ſhall go no more out, The Lord 
bring us all ſafe thither in due Time ; and in the mean 
time the Lord watch over us, The Lord watch between 
us, when we are abſent the one from the other. 
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TE > Rain in Wan, a little Market Town 
in Shropfhrre, in the Year 1661, and as ap- 
pears by the Reg iſter, was baptiz'd Nev. 3. 

that Year. He was the / only Son of Mr. 

Williams Lawrence and Sarah his Wife; his good Mo- 


very eminent 
and valued by all good 


Chriftianz and much reſpected 
People that knew him. _— Py Fake [r his Fu- 
„ on Luke 23 . 


— at 2 —— par: 
28. not jor me, we or 
Jour Children. Whence he for gow that when a 
Man dies, there is no Reaſon we ſhould weep for him, 
but nes is Reafon we ſhould weep — our ſelves. 
Certainly (faid he) this was a good Man, and is ma- 
nifeſt in the Conſciences of * all; and of all that 
knew him, that he was ſo; him therefore, 
for his Death is an Gerte 10/98 all the Evils of this 
Wat! and an Inlet to all the Happineſs of the other 
- Looking over my Father's Notes of that Sermon up- 
on this occaſion, it has ſo affected me, that I muſt 
3 g the 


Reader's. Pardon, if I inſert the Heads of it 


being ſo neaf a kin (tho 1 little thought 


Sub 
it) to mine at the Son's Funeral. 
„ It 


It is Gid of Abel, chat being dead he yer ſpeakerh, 
If our d 


eceaſed Friend and Brother who is dead 
de heard ſpea kio this is that he would ſay, 
— — Wiſe aud Children, my Dear Brothers 
nd Siſters, and other Relations, my dear Neigh- 
bours and aro Go mi Weep not = me, 2 — 
nn to do wi w them 
od 4 Fr"  thers 
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« there where they will turn to a better Account, 


<« weep for your ſelves. But why not for thee, dear 
« Hüsband, ather, Brother, Friend, | 


| way not | 
6 'thee? Did we not love thee?” You did, and for that 


«© very-reaſon Weep not for me, 


& For, (:.). Conſider the Evils I am freed from. 1 


& had a fickly crazy Body, eſpecially towards my la- 


c tex end, weariſom Days and Nights were appointed 


to me; what would J have given many a Time for 
c an Hours Reſt ; but now all this is at an end; I 


& ſhall now ake no more, and are you ſorry fo 
Thad my ſhare alſo of Loſſes and Cxoſſes in 

ce worldly Affairs; I had one Houſe burn d over my 
« Head, and almoſt all that was in it, in a fe Mi- 


_ ©, ſhall be no more ſick; no more pain d, a 


« nates, and have had the Care and Trouble of build- 


4 ing and furniſhing another; but now. farewel all 
„ ſuch Cares. And are you ſorry for this? c, 
vou know that as long as I was able I was labori- 


et ous in my particular Calling, I never eat the Bread, 


© of. Idleneſs, but of honeſt Diligence: But now all 
de that Toil is over, I am got to Bed, where I reſt 
« from my Labours, from all my Labours of that 
«© kind, never to return to them again, and will you 
y grieve for this? + | * 


A great deal of Pains I have taken in travelling to 


& and attending upon Holy Ordinances, on Sabbath- 
ce days, on Week days, ſometimes above and beyond 
4 strength; but I am now where I have Communion 
with God at the Spring“ head, without the Conduit- 
4 Pipes of Ordinances, and will you grieve for this? 
&« You, all of you have, and I doubt not but ſome of 
«'yow feel from a Body of Death, I am ſure I did, 
« and many a Time it made me cry out, O wretched 
& an that I am; you know what I mean, the cor- 
„ rupt Nature, the carnal Mind, the Sin that dwells 
« in us, a proneneſs to Evil, a backwardneſs to Good; 
*© but. Death has eas d me of that Burthen, when the 
4 Breath went out of the Body, that indwelling Sin 
, went out of the Soul, when the Houſe was pul}'d 
« down, there was an end of the Leproſie * _ 
pony 5 Walls; 


i 
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& Walls} what all the Praying and Hearing, the Sab- 
4 baths and Sacraments, the Care and Watchfulneſs 


of Forty Tears would not do, Death has done at 


one blow.” Weep not for me then. 
had daily. Grief in my Heart for my own Sins, 


c for the Sins of others, and for the Afflictions of my 


Friends, and for the Troubles of the Church of God, 
* but now all Tears, even thoſe of godly Sorrow are 
4% -wiped away from mine Eyes, therefore let none be 
in your's _ my Account. . 

« And laſtly, the Bitterneſs of Death is paſt with 
& me, I have ſhot the Gulf, that laſt Enemy, that 
* Son of Auat is vanquiſh'd, and I am triumphing. 
2 8 Death where is thy fing, and therefore weep not 
+» JOY Me, | - 

gut this is not all, (2.) If you conſider the Happi- 
« neſs I am enter'd into, hat fair Palace into which 
te Death was but a dark Entry, you would not weep 
* for me, batrejoice rather. 6 
_ © Would you know where I am! lam at home in 
* my Father's Houſe, in the Manſion prepar'd for me 
there! I am where I would be, where | have long 
£& and often deſir d to be; no longer on a ſtormy Sea, 
te but in a ſafe and quiet Harbour; my working · time 
« is done and I am reſting my ſowing time is done, 
« and I am reaping; my Joy is as the Foy of Harveſt. 
Would you know how it is with me? Iam made 
perfect in Holineſs; Grace is ſwallow'd up in Glo- 
ba. ry 3 the Top-ſtone of the Building is brought forth. 

Would you know what I am doing? I ſee God, I 

c ſee him as he is, not as through a Glaſs darkly, but 
« Face to Face; and the Sight is transforming, it 
&« makes me like him. I am in the ſweet Enjoyment 
“ of my Bleſſed Redeemer, my. Head and Husband 
* whom my Soul loved, and for whoſe ſake | was wil- 
„ling to part with all; I am here bathing my ſelf at 
c the Spring-head of heavenly Pleaſures and Joys un- 
© atterable, and therefore weep not for me. I am here 
keeping a 7 Sabba th, what that is, judge 
* your ſhort Sabbaths; I am here ſinging Hallelyahs 


« inceſſanily to him that fits upon the Throne, and 
rd tit E 2 ** relt 
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ce reſt not Day or Night from prailmg m 
& Wonld you knew What y I have? Neſſed 
«© Company, better than the on Earth; here art 
« Holy Angels, and the Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 
“ fett; L am ſet down with and and 
ti Facob in the Kingdom of God, with bl Paul, 
% and Peter, and James, and Joby, and all the Saints; 
4 and here I meet with many ofmy old Acquaintance, 
2 at 1 faſted and pray d with, that got before me 
* hifner, © $2750 8 21 mo” 

_ laſtly, will you conſider how long this is to 
6. Do tis a Garland that never withers; a 
_ 4. Crown of Glory that fadeth not away ;-after Milli- 
4 ons of Millions of Ages, it will be as freſh as it is 
t now; and therefore weep not for mea 

« *Tis true, the Body muſt turn to Rattenneſs and 
« PutrefaRtion, the W muſt feed ſweetly upon 
« it, but that alſo ſleeps in Jeſus ; it ſtill remains uni» 
„ ted to him, and ſhall ſhortly be raĩſed again incor- 
« ruptible, like the glorious Body of Jeſus Chriſt, 
« more glorious than the. Noon-day unn. 
y <« But OE any rhe — — _ that's 
c gone, you have nt to 
<c — and for your Children. _ F 
« Weep for your Sins, the Cauſe of this and all 
“ yourother Grieſs; that's the right Channel for your 
4c Tears to run in. O that I knew what to ſay, to 
4 make Sin bitter to you this Day ! Shall I tell you 
« it kills your Friends; it Kkill'd your Saviour; it 
te threatens to kill your Souls. | 

& Weep for your Loſs, the loſs of a godly Neigh· 
© bour; a good Member of your Society, a prayin 

Member, and a profitable One; every way afl 
cc 
% among you, I cannot fay he loved your Nation, 
<« and built you a Synagogue; but he found you one 
& when you n one; his Houſe was your Syna- 
44 gogue, his Doors, his Heart were open to yon. 

Weep for your Children that are coming into a 
«< tempting troubleſome World, and going abroad in- 
ce to it; weep for your ſelves that are yet in the midſt 
of it, camber'd, tempted, * » 
Wen 


Sickneſs, 


ws Ms 0 1 ee 


. for the Evil to come upon your ſetves ad 
ldren,'which the taking away of ſuch Men 


388 threatning. Omen of: 


Bor w there not ſomething elſe to be done beſides | 

4 weeping? There is: We muſt acknowledge the 

Hand of God in che removal of ſuch Men; muſt be 

«thankful to God that we had them ſo long; 

* ſearch and try our ways and turn 8 to the Lord; 

n ves : 8 
an 


prepare to * wee 

44 Ecker we r in Tear we ſhall ſhortly rexp in 
« 125 Everlaſting] 

— © sof — my Father en]: arg'd 
upon ini that Sermon; and the reading of it feed 
me the more, becauſe it was but the ear after, 
it became epplicableto himfe'f; and Mie. Talents 
he preach 
on of Mr. William Lawrence's Death, and ſpoke very 
reſ ly of him. 


tto return to our Subject from which 914. 


ot 


Father's Funeral Sermon, made 19 


K his Fathers Elder Brother was Mr. Edwar 
an eminent Miniſter in Shrogſbire firſt 
— hn London. A Man of great © Integrity? 
a ſubſtantial judicious Preacher; who to keep the 
Peace of his Conſetence left a good Living, and threw 
— and his numerous Family upon T Divite Pro- 
ence. 
His Bock of Chrift's Power over Bodily Diſeaſe baſes þ 
been and will be of great uſe to many 21 their 
and their [ ement of it. This Ne- 
phew of his in many TI = reſembled him 
and the Comfort he im was the more yal 
by him, becauſe of the ont Grief he had in ſome 
— own Children, which he let the World know ſome- 
ing of in 2 Book he publiſh d, calld, Parents Groans 
icked Children. FHe dy d in November 1695. © 
"Having given this Account of bis Family and Rela- 
tions, we come next to give ſome Account of his 
Childhood and Youth, as we haye it from thoſe that 


then knew him. He was betimes inclin'd to Learn- 


ing, and'was very mindleſs of the Sports and noe 


_ *** Children uſually are addicted tu. When he was very 
little his Parents ſent him to School, more to be out 
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of the way of Danger, than in tion he would 


learn any thing; but before they were aware he had 


learn'd his Letters, and by the Years End could read 
very well in his Bible. So intent was he upon his Book, 
that his Parents would hire him to Play for a While, 


* . 


but he would preſently return to his | | 
Much ſooner than moſt Children do he enter d up- 


en his Learning of the Latin Tongue, at the Free 
School in Wem, under Mr. Roderick, and his two U- 
mers; at a Time when that School flouriſh'd much. 
There he made ſuch Proficiency when he was very 
young, and advanc d fo faſt that his Maſters lov'd him, 
and others admir'd him. The Time that moſt of his 
School-fellows ſpent in Play he ſpent in reading; and 
was ſo earneſt in purſuing Learning, and fo careful to 
e the Exerciſes of the School, that he would 
fearce allow time to dreſs himſelf. 

His Maſter Mr. Roderick removing, and another 
coming in his place, who did not take ſo much Pains, 
our young Scholar complain'd to hjs Parents, that he 
was not forwarded in Learning as he had been, and 
therefore deſir'd he might be remov'd to Ni » 
where there was at that time a flonriſhing School un- 
der Mr. Edwards; and he was ſo, and there improv'd 
yery much in his Learning. 1 | 

His Inclinations to Piety were as early as his Incli- | 
nations to Learning; and he was not only free from 
the common Follies and Vanities of Childhood and 
Youth, but was forward to the Exerciſes of Devotion. 
He began betimes to pray in Secret, and would be u 
early to redeem Time for it. So much ſeriouſneſs an 
conſcientiouſneſs appear d in him in his Childhood, 
that ſome who knew him then would ſay they thought 
he was ſanttified from the Womb. 

After he had got what Learning was to be got at 
Newport-School, he ſpent ſome time under the Inſpecti- 
on of my Father at Bread-Oke, and ſome with Mr. 
Tallents at Shremabury; and à conſiderable time he 
ſpent with ſome other hopeful young Men under Mr. 


. 2 v Vo 


@ 4 
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under the Tuition 
Mr. Charles AA 


. himſelf ſoasto gain the reſſ all that obſerv'd him 


f 


= 
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Malden at Alkinton near Whitchurch ; where he ini+ 


prov'd himſelf very much in Greet and Fabre. He 
continued there till Mr. Maldens Death in June 1681. 
Soon aſter that he was ſent up to Landon, where af« 
ter ſome little time ſpent with his Uncle, he was put 
that famous Inſtructor of 'Youth 
whole private Academy at Num- 
ingtom Green flouriſh'd very much at that time, and was 
a Nurſery of many that have ſince done worthily,/and 
been famous in theit Generation. There he went 
through a Courſe of Univerſity Learning, and carriei 


T bere he ſtay d till the Iniquity of the Times forc'd 
Mr. Moreton to break up his Academy, and to remove 
himſelf ſor Safety and Liberty to 1 eee, as ma- 
ny ſuch Men were neceſſitated to do in the Laſt Age. 
When he left Mr. Moreton, he was recommem ed 
to Mr. Singleton, to be Aſſiſtant to him in teaching a 
Grammar School in Clarkenwel Cloſe, and was very 
acceptable both to him, and to the Relations of 
young Gentlemen that were his Scholars. 
After he had ſpent 2 or 3 Lears there, he was re- 
commended. to the Lady 1rby, Relſct of Sir Anthony 
Irby, who liv'd ig Dean s Tard in Weſtminſter, to be 
her Domeſtick Chaplain; when ſhe firſt ſaw him, he 
was ſo young, and look'd ſo much younger than he 
was, that ſhe ask d what! Have they ſent me a Child 
for my Chaplain; but upon Trial ſhe ſoon found he 
was no Child in Underſtanding, A great deal of Love 
and Reſpect, he gain'd by his prudent - pioas Carriage 
in that Family. Upon his firſt coming thither, when 
ſome of his Friends ſpoke with Concern for him, how 
he would have Courage, being young and modeſt; to 
o through his Work, and were afraid he would be 
dards when, as often, there were Perſons of Quali- 
preſent at their Family · worſhip; he ſaid it did not 
at all affect him, for He had a Greater Preſence to mind 
than theirs. 


While he was at my Lady Ibys, the Liberty for 


Diſſenters commenc'd in 1587. and a Door of Oppor- 
tunity was open d to them, juſt 25 Years after it Was 
Md We > ut 


. 
Nis Meeting lying very near to my 1 and hi 5 
Perfarmancesin 
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ſhat by the Act oſ Uni ; and ſoon aſter the - 
pening of it rev gt confirm d upon the Revoluti- 
on. it has been — — 25 ny and bleſſed 
be God, no Man kite to ſbut it. Upon the ſet- 
ting up of the Meetings — then; M Mr, Law» 


xence began to preach, and frequently aſſiſted Min 
A Days, and upon other Qcca 


— were very Ws 1 
One I muſt here take Notice of to his Ho- 
eur; (and tis the more fo, that notwithſtanding my 
Ear remem *. with him at Zondaz at that time, I do 

ber ever to have knovm it till now, that I 
with it by his ſarviving Relations) is 


— his Hen ſe and Goods burn d in that dread» 
ul Pire, 


vrhich bonſum'd the whole Town of Wem in 
Aebi. The Rebuilding and Reſurniſhing of it 
was a great Expence to him znotwithſtanding which he 
up his Son to Learning, which the Son had 

— - c + grateful Senſe of, that as as ever he came 
pacity of maintaining, himſelf, and with fru- 


IE gement of ſparing ſomething, all he could 
e 


before he marry'd, he ſent to his Father, amount · 
tha EE ling fo rhe Apaltty's Rate, to flew 
t ing to the s Rule, to 

an quite bis Payents, Thoſe that 
knew him well, have ald the they wanted Words to e 
| + 4 Reſpe& to his Parents, and Love to his Ne- 


In the Year 1685. he came down into the Country 
ws — dara, and à Society of —— in =o 
t Nantwich in Cheſhire, being: in queſt of a 
Miniſter, after ſeveral Motions made to them had mit 
carried, deſir'd Mr. Lawrence to come and fpend _\ 
Lorg's Day with them, vrhieh he did to their grea 
univerſal Satisfaction; ſo that they unanimouſſ choſe 


bim to be their Miniſter; and after ſome time taken to 


conſider of it, and conſult his Friends, he accepted it 3 
but 3 firſt to London to take leave of his Friends 
there. The Lady — was extremely loth to part 


* 


was very angry with Mr. Ba- 
ter 


X 
: 
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| a Month with great Solemnity and Seriouſn 


. 


as F a 22 LM 
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ter and my Father for * him to go to Nant- 
wich, But thither he came in Seprember that Year: 
In the Beginning of November following he was pub- 


lickly ordain'd to the Miniſtry by a Claſs of Laura - 
Hire Miniſters at Warrington ;, Six more were ordain'd 


Token, for when we were there at Warrings 
_ we received the News of the Prince of Orange's 
ing. 44 | TORT | 
He = ſettled at Nantwich ; and ſome there will 
remember what manner of entring in he had among them 
with what Wiſdom, Induſtry and Zeal he appli 


| himſelf to his Work, and how many precious Souls he 


was inſtrumental of Good to, what a free Courſe the 
Word of the Lord there had, and how it was gloriſied. 
His greateſt Encouragement there was at firſt ; but 
he continued there to his Death. Tho' if he had had 
Bodily Strength, and a Voice proportionable to his o- 
ther Miniſterial Abilities, his Friends would have re- 


mov'd him into a larger Sphere of Uſefulneſs. 


He preach d conſtantly twice every Lord's Day, 
Winter and Summer, and read and expounded t 
Scriptures in 1. parts of the Day, the Old 
Teſtament in the Morning, and the New in the Af- 
ternoon ; and catechiz'd the Children every Lord's 
— Winter and Summer, except Sacrament 

75. | | ö e 
He conſtantly adminiſter'd the Lord's Supper once 
els. The 

young People that were admitted to that Ordinance, 
did before the Congregation renew their Baptiſmal 
Covenant in that Form which my Father drew up, 
which is in his Life, I take God the Father to be 2 
Chief Good and Higheſt End; | take God the Son to be 
my Prince and Saviour; God the Holy Ghoſt to be my 
Sanctiſier, Teacher, Guide and Comforter. | take the 
Word of God to be my Rule in all my Actions; and the 


Pooglavf Dad ta be ny People in all Conditions; | do alſo 
e 


give, devote, and dedicate. my whole ſelf to God, all 1 


all I have, and all I can do, this ] do, deli · 
an, * F n Aud | berarely, 


at the ſame time. Mr. Oompton preich d, and Mr. 
Ab re the Exhortation. I remember the Time by. 
4 | 
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berately, ſincerely, freely, and for ever. And ſome he 
afterwards ad vis d to write it over. and ſabfcribe their 
Names to it; which he ſaid he would keep as a Wit- 
nels againſt them if they proved falſe to it, He livd 
to admit many to the Lord's Supper, whom he had 
himſelf baptiz'd in their Infancy; tu $11 3p 
Hie preach d every Saturday about Noon; tis the 
Market - day; and ſo he gave an Opportunity to the 
Country People of — i gan Hour for their Souls 
in the midſt of their Worldly Buſineſs. - 
um baptizing Children, he generally receivd the 
Child from the Parent's own Hand, and return d it to 
him agam, with a ſolemn Charge to bring it op in the 
Fear of God, and the Faith of Chriſt; and #requents 
ly took occaſion to declare that he did not baptize into 
a Party, but into the Church of Chriſ. 
He ipent ſome time with the Communicants on the 
Friday before every Sacrament, to aſſiſt them in their 
Preparation for that ſolemn Ordinance; and was ve- 
| ry ready to viſit the Sick and Afflicted, and to aſſiſt 
'$ the Families of his Friends in accommodating thena« 
ul | — to the Providences of God that were concerning 
TH em, | a erna 
Hie was à very ſolid ſerious judicious Preacher; his 
Di courſes were generally ſhort, but pithy and | 
fubſtantial, and well ſtady'd. - His Doctrine drop'd 
is the Dew, and diſtill'd as the ſmall Nin; and he 
preach'd as one that truly aim'd at the Edification of 
Wt thoſe that heard him, and was in Care to make them 
1 wiſer and better. dle; Pages 1 ; 
1 When he began his Miniſtry at Namwich, that he 
' might preach the more profitably, he reſolvd to 
| preach in a Method, that his Heaxers might ſee Di- 
vine Truths in their Order and * with each 
other; he therefore enter d upon a-Br ev Divinity, 
and preach d it over largely, which took him up ma- 
ny Years 3 when he had finiſh'd that he preached over 
moſt, if not all of our Saviour s Parables; after that 
N t over many practical Subjects, as the Mortifica- 
n of Sin, "Living by Faith, Cc. And towards. the 
latter End of his Time, when moſt of: thoſe 2 
* ; 2 ea 
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dead that were his Hearers, when he — e 
many young ones were grown up, he began to preac 
over a Body of Divinity the — time ; but ſtudy d 
every Sermon anew, nay, not ſo much as looking on 
his old Notes, ſaying, He would not have his Maſter 
find him idle. He was in great Care not to flag and 
row remiſsin his publick Performances; and would 
eſire ſome of his Hearers that were judicious, to tell 
_ if they obſer vd any Alteration for the worſe in 
one | 1 


He was one that lov'd his Work, and his Heart was | 


in it. He was forward to embrace all Opportanity of 
doing good. He frequently preach'd Lectures on 
Week-days in the Country about; and Funeral Ser- 


mons many times gratis, He often preach'd when he 


abour'd under bodily Indiſpoſitions, which made th 

Work very difficult, but would have: ſerv d many a 
one for an Excuſe from it. When-ſome advis'd him 
to conſider his Strength and forbear Preaching, he 
ſaid, He would aſe what Strength he had in his Mi- 
ſter's Work, and did not deſire to live a Day longer 
than he might do him ſome Service. It is not re- 
member d that of all the time of his being at Ne- 
wich, which was near 24 Years, he was ever taken 


off from his Work till the laſt Sabbath of his Life, by 


the Sickneſs of which he dy d; and then when he was 
ſo weak that he could ſcarce be help'd out of his Bed, 
he ſaid he hoped through the Goodneſs - of God, he 
ſhould be able to do his Work the next Sabbath, for 
faid he, It it my Delight; but before that Sabbath 
came he was remoy'd to better Work. 


Tho' he was thus diligent in all the Parts of his 7 


Work, yet ge Was ſo far from glorying in it, 
that he ſom#puges expreſs'd himſelf thus, O what Rea- 
ſon haue I to he humbled thit ſo much of my time runs 


waſt, which I can give but little Account o; and that 


{ do no more in the Service of God; but (ſaith he) it 5s 

4 Comport to me, that I do any thing. | 

Qace being mach fatign'd witn his Work upon 2 

Lord's Day, he lamentingly ſaid to thoſe about him, O 

om poorly do we # erve- * God, but it's a Pleaſure 
5 | 


te, 
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to think that we ſhall ſhartly do it better in Heaven, 
. He was much concern'd for the Succeſs of his Mini- 
ſtry; and ſometimes was dejected and caſt down, be- 
cauſe he ſaw not People ſo much affected with it, and 
wrought upon by it as he thought they had been for- 
merly, tho it was obſery'd, that towards the latter 
End of his Miniſtry he grew rather more lively and 
affectionate in his Performances. ; NGO _ 
Ihe irregular Walking of any of his Hearers was a 
great Grief to him, and went near his Heart, and he 
would often fadly lament it in publick, that the 
Lives of many who are called Chriſtians, are. ſuch a 
Reproach to that worthy Name by which they are 
.called ; and that the Profeſſors of this Day came ſo . 
far ſhort of the Strictneſs and Seriouſneſs of thoſe he 
had formerly known. 


He was faithſul to thoſe under his Charge in giving 
private Admonitions, as there was occaſion. He 

an excellent Faculty of giving Reproof, with Autho- 
rity and Gravity, and yet with Meekneſs and Humi- 
lity. He flatter'd none in any thing that was amiſs 
but where he thought it proper, freely told People 
their Faplts, but therein govern'd himſelf according 
to the Rule of that Scriptyre, which I remember he 
preach'd an excellent Sermon upen, above 20 Years 
ago, ata Meeting of the Cheſpire Miniſters, 2 Tim. 2. 
24. The Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtriue. | 

The Tendency of his Preaching was to bring Peo- 

ple to Chriſt and Heaven; to Heaven as their End, 
.and to Chriſt as their Way. He faid to one of the 
Lambs of his Flock, Weſt, 1 hope you learn Chrift, I 
preach Chrift as plainly and well as J can; he us'd this 
Argument to perſwade People to lay up their Trea- 
ſure in Heaven, If our Treaſure be on Earth we are go- 
ing from it, if it be in Heaven we are going to it. 

He diſcharg'd his Duty as the Matter of a Family, 
coins and well; where he had a Tent, God 
had an Altar, on which the Morning and Evening 
Lamb were duly offer d; and with the burning of the 
Incenſe in Prayer and Praiſe, the Lamps were lighted 
jn the reading and gxpounding of the Scriptures;. he 
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and harmleſs, and without Rebuke, and like Deme- 


of Mr. Samuel Lawrence. 
was alſo conſtant in ſinging Plalms. with his Family. 
The Sermons he preach d in publick were repeated 


in his Family, and a great deal of Pains he took 
to teach his Children and his Houſhold the Way 


of the Lord, and ta make Religion and the Service of 


God pleaſant to them. f 
His whole Converſation in the World was blameleſs 


trius, he had a good Report of all Men, and of the Truth 
it ſelf. He was of-a peaceable Spirit, bearing and 
forgiving; and if ſometimes a Provocation ruffled 
hint a little, he ſoon recovered himſelf with ſuch 
1 5 hought + h oe D have we 2 for but bn en- 
us to prattiſe thoſe Duties, which are moſt croſs to 
Fleſh and Blood, | 
He wasa very good Scholar, and very communica- 


tive of his Knowledge; and delighted even from his 


Youth in that Communication which was good, and to 
the Uſe of Edifying, He was one of thoſe Wiſe Men 
that not only lay up Knowledge, but uſe it aright, and 


Whoſe Lips feed many. He had a peculiar Dexteri- 


ty, Which I have often admired in him, and been 
ready to envy him, in drawing on Diſcourſe with 
young Scholars, that he might have Opportunity of 
giving them Inſtruction, which was always perti- 
nent, and without Affectation. 

The Year before he dy'd he was providentially 


drawn in, as I may fay, (partly by having a Son of his 
own at home with him after he had been ſome time at 


 Glaſcow, and partly to gratify two or three other very 


hopeful young Men, who came and tabled near him 
in the Town, for the Benefit of his Converſation) to 
read Univerſity Learning, both Philology and Philoſo- 
phy, and he not only took great Delight in it, but 


made it to appear, as did the Proficiency of thoſe he 


read to, that he was well qualified for it, as | always 
thought him to be. And this made his Death to 

Sorrow upon Sorrow, that we loſt one who was not only 
an excellent Miniſter himſelf, but was juſt then begin- 


— — be uſeful in training up Miniſters; and what 


he did gratis. 


A Short (Account of the Life 
_ .Heronſtantly attended the Meetings of the Chyſhire 
Miniſters twice a: Year, and was much beloy's and 
reſpe&ed by them; was often choſen Moderator, and 
his Advice in any Matter hearken d to as muchi-as any 
In his Non · conformity he was conſiderate and con- 
ientious ; he was ſo far from being determia d to it 
Cuſtom and Education, and from being prejudi- ˖ 
ced in its Favours, that if he could have been-atisfhed. 
with the Lawfalaels of Conformity, he would gladly 
have conform'd ; and he was tempted to it by ſome 
good Preferment offer'd him in the Chareh, which 
would have been mare than double or treble to his 
temporal Advantage; heſtudy'd the Point with the 
greateſt [mpartiality imaginable; but he could not 
conform without wronging his Conſcience: and 
therefore choſe rather to ſuffer than to ſin. But in 0 
' bis Non · conformity he always expreſs'd himſelf 
With great Moderation, and a truly Chriſtian Tem- 
per, and was very careful to preſerve his Hearers 
from Heat and Bigotry, and to poſſeſs them with 
Principles of Catholick Charity. M 
He was much confirm'd in his Non- conformity, 
by the late Act againſt Occaſional Conformity; 
and tho' he did not uſe to meddle with ſuch things in 
the Pulpit, yet upon Oecaſion of that Act, ng \ 
then ia courſe of Chriſt s Kingly Office, he ſaid, That 
was it which the Diſſenters were bearing their Teſtimony 
to; and fo it is; for they believe that tho' the 
Church has 4 Judicial Power to ſee that the Inſtitutions 
of Chriſt be obſerv d, and kept pure and entire, like 
the Power of the Judges and Juſtices in the State, 
yet a Legiſtative Pawer to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
| Dies, like that of the Sovereign and Parliament in the 
State, is the Prerogative of our Lord Jeſus; and that 
po Man or Company of Men in the World bas any 
ſuch-Power. _ 5 19 
It was but the Day beſore he fell ſick of his laſt Sick- 
nels, that he happen'd in Diſcourſe to fall upon the 
Queſtion of Non- conformity, and he expreſs'd his 
Admiration and Lamentatian, (as the Learned Dr. 
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Caſion of a preſſing Trouble he was under) to foften 


- of Mr. Samuel Lawrence. 

doth in his Proteſt ant Recontiler, whom he re- 
ferr'd to) That the Peace of the Church ſhould be 
broken by the Impoſition of that which the Impoſers 


themlelves acknowledge not to be neceſſary, nor re- 


uir d by Chriſt or his Apoſtles; and that the Impo- 
jon ſhould be continued with 2 inflexible Reſoluti⸗ 


on not to part with thoſe indifſerent things, which 
they cannot but own they might lawfully do, when it 


would put an end to that which they call a damnable 
Schiſm, and ſo (id their Judgment) prevent the E- 
verlaſting Ruin of thouſands; ſurely G laith he) never 
were precious Souls ſo under-valued. 10 
Thus he ſtood faſt in the Chriſtian Liberty, 
with Chriſt has made us free, and witneſs d againſt 
Impoſitions in the things of Gad, tho? his ancy 
herein was much to the Prejudice of his Secular Inte- 
reſt; and he would ſometimes ſay, I owr Cauſe be not 
uſt and good, ſurely. we are the. greateſt Fools in the 
orld. But yet in the thing that are Ceſars, no 
Man preſs d more the' Duty of Subjects to the Po- 
ert that God hath ſet over them. He uſually, ob- 
ſery d the 8th of Adarch, the Day of the Queen's Ac- 
ceſlion to the Crown, and took that Occaſion: to 
2 of the Merry of Government, and particu: 
rly of the Government we are under, and to preſs 
Peòple under it to ve guet and peacrable Lives in al 
Godlineſ and Honey. £ 
The Afffictions he met with he was careful to get 
good by ; they are ſent ({o he wrote tua Friend on oc- 


u hard Heart, to humble for Sin, the procuring Cauſe 
of them; to qoicken us in our Duty; to ſnew us the 
Vanity of the World, to mind us of our own. Death, 
and quicken us to prepare for it; if ſanctiſied they 
are Whole ſom ta us; O that «theſe Ends may be at- 


en x 64 
here- 


11 


tain'd : that our Grieſs may have this kindly Work 


upon us; that one Affliction may fit us for another. 
-v He liv'd in à lively Appreben ſion of Death ap- 
proaching ; and kept up ſuch a conſtant Expectation of 
it, that ſudden Death was no Surprize or Terror to 


- him, Nay he ſometimes pleas'd himſelf with this 
| r "oF Thought, 
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eA Short eAccount of the Life, &c. 
Thought, that at Death he ſhould go to ſee and en- 
joy God, and to admire him in all his Works of Creas 
tion, Providence, and eſpecially Redemption, which 
(faid he) I ſhall then ſee in the Light of Eternity, 
Many other things worthy of Notice might be ſaid 
of him, but I hall here add nothing more, only that 
he finiſh'd well, Tho he had no ſtrong Conſtitution 
at all, yet he enjoy d a good State of Health for the 
moſt part; on Lord's Day, April 13, he preach'd on 
that Branch of Chriſt's Prieſtly Office, Seeing he ever 
lives making Interceſſion; and exerted himielf with 
more than ordinary Vigour and Livelineſs; ſo that 
ſome of nis Hearers took notice of it, and ask'd him 


when he bad done how he bore that Day's Work 


little thinking it was his laſt. | 

The Wedneſday following he ficken'd of a Fever; 
which at firſt did not ſeem at all threatning; on 
the Lord's Day he ſaid he hoped be ſhould be able to 
preach by the next Lord's Day. He had very good 
Advice and Affiftance ; but that Night the Diſtempe 
ſeiz'd bis Head; and he was ſometimes delirious; but 
when he ſpoke what was foreign and incoherent, yet 
it ſhew d that his Heart was in Heaven; for in his De- 
liriums he would pray. and ſometimes in Latin. 

When he had his Underſtanding, he ſaid, he had 
good Hope through Grace that he ſhould go to Hea- 
ven. And ſome of the laſt Words he was heard to 
ſay were, 1 do not fear, I do not 2 He dy d the 
oth Day of his Fever, on Thurſday, April 24, 1712. 
about ten at Night, in the 51ft Year of his Age. He 
was buried in the Chancel of Nantwich Church the 
Monday following, and was followed to his Grave. by 
a great many true Mourners. 1 

He left behind him a ſorrowful Widow, and three 
Sons by his firſt Wife, and two Daughters by his Se- 
cond, and a dear and tender Mother, in the 8oth Year 
of her Age. And many good Friends he left behind 
in a Vale of Tears, but is himſelf gone to a World. of 
Everlaſting Joy. nr, 
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